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The Sulcorebutias of Zudañez

If you look around the provincial town Zudañez along an arc with a radius of 5 kilometers, you
find an amazing collection of Sulcorebutias within this circle. The following article describes
these populations, without any claim to completeness. Basically, I will relate my own
discoveries, but also discuss the discoveries of other
collectors.

Undoubtedly the most spectacular Sulcorebutia near Zudañez is that which Walter Rausch found
and was named after him, Sulcorebutia rauschii Frank (R289). It comes from a mountain ridge
called Cerro Ayrampo located east of Zudañez. Already there was such an an accumulation of
forms and such a beauty of different clones within Rausch’s collections that S. rauschii quickly
became a favorite of many cactus lovers. So beautiful is it that collectors of other cacti
have rauschii as their only Sulcorebutia. In addition to the R289, the typeform with greenish-
purple epidermis and short, black spines, there are also forms with pure green epidermis and in
all color gradations between, to purple appearance and to those with bright purple skin color.


